NORTH GERMAN CONFEDERATION    91

But, wherever the Fourth Estate predominates, its material
conception of life will also predominate. Indeed, in modern
France, this moral crudity, this disregard of all ideal good,
appears so revolting, that we are led instinctively to a con-
jecture, which, it must be confessed, cannot actually be
substantiated by historic proof. It appears, that is to say,
as if the nobler Romance and Germanic elements of this
mixed nationality had been entirely skimmed off, and the
foul dregs of Celticism were bubbling up again. In order
to discern, amid all its hypocrisy and immorality, the merit
of such a system based upon the Fourth Estate, the man of
culture must forcibly repress many of the dearest and most
noble instincts of his class.

" The Second Empire fell within the two decades of modern
Jimes, which were, politically speaking, most fruitful; and,
if we consider how rapidly, in a series of frantic leaps, the
judgment of the world has changed with regard to the third
Napoleon, we realise very forcibly how much older we have
grown in a short time. As the incarnate contradiction of
an ineffectual republicanism, the new Bonapartism wrought
a deeper and more violent transformation in the social
circumstances of the country than any other government
of modern times. With the boldness of an absolute authority,
it ventured on many deep and far-reaching reforms, such as
a Parliament would have lacked either the courage or the
impartiality to accomplish. But the precipitous downfall
of this energetic system is only another confirmation of the
rule that the existence of a government is the less secure in
proportion as its activity is extended more widely." *

That Bonapartism was capable of producing good results
was proved by the good work which Napoleon III. had done,
both in his foreign policy and in home government, during
the middle years of his reign. More especially Treitschke
praises the record of the Second Empire in the years 1858-
1860, when it helped Italy to achieve national unity, estab-
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